THE  VEGETATION  OF ASIA                   47
The Desert Regions. It is impossible to attempt a de~
ription of the varied types of vegetation which occur in the
>t and temperate deserts of Asia. Broadly it may be said
.at- the vegetation in any given region is an impoverished
presentative of that found in neighbouring regions more
voured by Nature in water supply. A distinction may be
ade between true deserts, such as the heart of the Tarim
isin or the Ruba' el Khali in Southern Arabia, which are
rtually lifeless, and the tame deserts which support a measure
both animal and vegetable life, especially in good rainfall
iars.
The Mediterranean Regions. The xerophytic evergreen
editerranean woodland of small trees with their numerous
rvices protective against excessive transpiration in the hot
y summer is well developed in South-western Asia. The
nail leaves of the olive, grey-green, with their protective covering
: silky hairs, the leathery leaves of the myrtle or laurel, the
right green, waxy leaves of the orange, the excessively long
>ots of the vine suggest the types of modification found in the
Mediterranean woodland. The ground vegetation is often
:miniscent of English heathland or moorland, with its low
irubs, wealth of herbaceous plants in spring, but comparative
Dsence of grass. One associates the reduction of leaf surface
>und in conifers with protection against cold, but it serves
Dually well as a protection against excessive loss of moisture
L hot regions, and hence coniferous woodland, especially of
ither small species, is also seen in Mediterranean regions.
The Grassland Regions. Grassland is typically developed
L Asia in the south-west of Siberia and again as a fringe to the
sserts and semi-deserts of the Mongolian plateau as well as
L the lowlands of Central Manchuria. The Mongolian and
lanchurian steppes may be described as the most undeveloped
reas of temperate grassland in the world, and as such they
ave a special interest to the surrounding nations of Japan,
hina and Russia, The typical vegetation is a low growth
E grass ; the grassy sward is often interrupted by bare spaces,
le grasses usually grow in tufts, and the tufts become further
part in drier regions. Where creeping species are present they
roduce a more evenly covered surface. Steppe grasses have
arrower leaves than those of damp meadowlands, and many
pecies have leaves which roll up in dry weather. Small woody
iants with small leaves, herbaceous, tuberous and bulbous
lants are common.
Southwards the steppes of South-western Siberia grade
radually into steppe-desert; northwards they pass into a very